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GIVES EXPERIENCE
IN GREAT BA

Lieut. Protheroe in Thick-
est of Fight at Attack on
Neuve Chapelle.

IN CHARGE OF BRITISH
ARMORED AUTO CAR

Shells Burst All Around Him, He
Writes to His Brother at

Arlington, Va. |

ili= personal experiences in one of the
sreatest battles of the European Wwar,
41 Neuve (hapelle, while in charge of
the heavy armored lorries with three-
pounder guns, with shells bursting all
around him, is told {n a letter by Lieut.
vrthur Protheros to his brother, J.
I'rotheros of Arlington, Va, Lieut.
I'rotheroe is attached to the armored
s1tomobils section of the Royal Nawal
I¥ivision and had previously taken part
{1 Winston Churchill’'s Antwerp expe-
dition last fall He writes as followe:

“As yoo know, I got this job at & mo-
ment's notice and had to rush off to a
place near Sevenoaks to joln the Duke
of Westminster'a squadron. When 1 got
thers on Friday night I found they had
already left for Dover en route for
France, and as there were RO more
trains that night I had to travel the
next morning. I got to Dover at 2 p.m.
and found some of the cars and men
already on board two steamers ready
to start. 1 was put In charga of the
heavy armored lorries with three-
pounder guns and their guns’ crews on
a little tramp steamer called the DMer-
sey. She had seen better days and had
had so many bumps that the sign read,
“The M—se-" Her captain was named
Jones, and & very Welsh one, too; his
areent did my heart good, though that
was more than his ship did for my
stomach.

“sfter A lot of bumping and Welsh
swear words and a collision with one
of the turbine cross-channel steamers
we at last got away from the quay in
awful weather, the wind blowing a
hurricane. We passed a number of de-
stroyers in the harbor and a “mystery
ship” which 1T had heard about in the
hote! from some naval officers. She was
a large trawler with her mast shot
away: she was geen in the North sea by
a destroyer and was told to heave to,
but refused to do so. So they fired a
shot and knocked one of her masts
away, and then boarded her. They
found on board not a single piece of
paper, writing, or anything to show her
nationality:; the crew were tried in
every known language, but could not
or would not reply, =o they locked the
whole lot up on shore and put a guard
on the boat.

Boat Rolls and Pitches.

“When we cleared the harbor the
skipper showed me the various buoys
and also the submarine traps—wonder-
fully clever things which one should
not talk about. The good ship Mersey
started on her journey amidst the loud
cheers of the chauffeur, “petty officers,”
mailors and the swears of the Welsh
skipper. We left Dover at 5:30 o'clock
in the afternoon and reached Dunkirk
at 6 o'clock the next morning. We roll-
ed and pitched and were tossed about
ke a cork the whole night. I spent
the night on the captain’s bridge, and
was not seasick, though I can't sav I
felt well. The boys were all very ill,
and there was more groaning on board
that night than in all the base hos-
pitals in a week. Sunday morning,
Monday and Tuesday I rushed about
jike a madman finding a place for the
men to sleep, garage for the cars, ra-
tions, ete., and Wednesday T got a wire
from the duke, who had gone up to the
front, 'Bring up the three armored
three-pounder Jorries to M—'

“] started off at 3:30 in the afternoon,
and after an awful journey over the
most terrible roads got to M— at 10
that mnight. These armored lorries
weigh eight and one-half tons, so that
when they get off the road they eink
in at once and have to be dug and pull-
ed out—a long businesa.

“puring the journev this happened
three times, for after the first few
miles the road i=s now only wide enough
for one car; all the rest of the road has
Leen gradually broken away and is feet
deep in slush and mud. We could only
drive them at about five miles an hour,
and then ecould not keep on the road.
However, things were not going too
badly, and T was beginning to congrat-
ulate myself that there was only an-
other four kilometers to go when I
=aw a string of ahout twenty or thirty
Hghts coming down the road to meet
me  And not an inch teo spare elther

=ide’ Luckily I pulied up opposita a
deserted cottage, and up came the
iransport officer in ths leading ecar.
[)——n wvou, sir., wha. the h—— are
vou doing on this road? Don't you
know this is the road for outgoing

tran=port, and all the incoming has to
come by the other road? You must get
off the road and let me pass at once.’

“I gently told him that the lorriles
wei=hed %2 tons, and that if thev once

had too far to go to malke reversing
poesible, and we loocked to ba In a
hopeless position until a brilliant idea
struck me. It was like an old-fashion-
ed puzzle. What we did was this: We
let one wagon come on to the cobbles
which were in front of the cottage.
Then our three lorries moved up the
road past the cottage and the one
wagon proceeded on its way. We then
backed down the road and let another
wagon come up, and this went on for
twenty-eight times until we had passed
them all!

Ambulances Busy All Night.

“When I reached M— I reported my
arrival to headquarters and was shown
In to Gen. Butler. He was reated In a
room, surrounded by Sir Douglas Halg's
staff and studying maps and getting in
reports of the day's battle, which had
been tremendous. We had got 700 Ger-
man prisoners ,and we had received
2,300 casualties. He asked me my name
and shook hands, and first inquired if I
had had my dinner. When I sald ‘No,’
he =aid, ‘Go off and have some food at
my staff quarters, and then come back,
as 1 want to give you orders for to-
morrow.” He sent one of his ataff with
me and we had a jolly good meal, and
then 1 returned. He kept me waiting
some time, and then told me where 1
WwaS to report myself next morning at
5:30, with two of the armored cars.
“The scene here was extraordinary—
one long line of motor ambulances
coming in from the trenches with all
the poor Tommies, and the empty ones
going back for more. This went on all
night. 1 eventually found a billeting
officer, who found a coffin manufac-
turer's workshop for my men to sleep
the night In, and got some food for
them. I epent the night in a chalr in
a kitchen, and was up at b next morn-
ing. But we had endless trouble get-
ting petrol, and got bogged again, and
instead of reaching Gen. Rawlinson’s
headquarters at 6:30 we got there at
8! The general was having breakfast,
and when 1 cams in said, ‘Hullo! You're
the man with the three-pounders I have
been walting for the whole morning.
The battle started at 7, and will be
over before you start. But sit down
first and have some breakfast.

“He then produced a map and showed
me where to go, and 1 soon got into
the middle of one of the biggest bat-
tles of the war. It was terrific—all
kinds of shells dropping with a whistle
and a thud all around us—'Jack John-
sons' sending out clouds of black
smoke, shrapnel bursting in the air
and high explosive shells bursting
with a terrible flash and report. (I for-
got to mention that I had received
orders to leave one car sSome miles
back, and at the time had only one
car with me.) I then left my car_ be-
hind a deserted cottage and walked up
to the farm where the headquarters
were, feeling as if I wers walking on
air amidst tha most extraordinary
noise produced by 370 of our guns, not
to mention the noise of the German
shells bursting.

The general showed me on the map
some houses which he said he wanted
destroyved, and also showed me a map
where our trenches were, and out I
went again. Whilst 1 was talking to
him one of his staff told him that a
shell had just burst our fleld telephone
wire outside the farm.

Shell Makes Hole in Road.

“1 was atrnﬁtng down the road to go
to the car and was about thirty yards
away from it when down came a shell
whistling llke & rocket, plump into
the middle of the road between me and
the car! The shock of the explosion
did not knock me over, but simply
dazed me for a few seconds. I then
found a hole in the road about four
feet deep, 50 I had to go back to the
general and tell him 1 could not ad-
vance until the road was repaired. So
1 recelved orders to go back to where
1 had left the first car. The men in the
car were not hurt, though the earth
and stones had been thrown right on
to it, and they collected pieces of the
shell as curiod. 1 have a piece now—it
was a 9.2 Inch.

“While we were preparing to return
another shell came down in a plowed
field about fifteen yards awey, but did
no damage except to throw mud all
over us. We returned to the first car,
and waited there for further instruc-
tions. Presently the duke turned up,
and away we went. We found the en-
gineers had repalred the road, and
we went down it backward until we got
a view of the roof of the house, and
we started banging at it. The Ger-

mans socon saw us, and the blg shells
began to fall s0 near us that we had
to decamp—after we had done A good
deal of damage to the houses. ._

“We spent the night in a ruined and
deserted village; little except bare
walls, though a few houses still re-
mained intact. I found one and it was
occupied by three dear old French
women, who gave me a nice bedroom
to sleep in and some beer with my
bread and cheese for supper. I slept
like a top, despite of the fact that the
shells were falling the whole time, and
In the morning when I wanted to find
some one to make me a cup of choco-
late—the old women were in the cel-
lar.

“During the early morning the shells
were falling quite close to me, killing
a number of the villagers—fourteen, I
believe—and wounding about thirty.
Then the eéxodus began, and I believe
every one except my three old women
and the Tommies, resting from the
trenches, decamped. We then got or-
ders to shell the housea again, but
found them on fire. The sight was
more wonderful and awful than any
one could possibly describe; the Eng-
lish shells were golng over our heads
one way and the German the other way.

Shells Bursting All Around.

“Near to us wera the .trenches, one
line of fire with bursting shells, in-
cendiary hombs and grenades being
thrown and fired across just like
lights on the ends of sticks, and great
black clouds from the coal boxes,
flashes from the shrapnel and explo-
sive shells, and the constant whistle
of all the shells golng overhead. High
up in the air you could see the aero-
planes observing our artillery fire, and
little balls of black smoke all around
them caused by the bursting shells of
the German antl-aircraft guns, and on
the ground the Tommies advancing on
thelr hands and knees, firing their
rifles off, and then getlng wup and
charging; sometimes succassfully,
sometimes to be all wiped out. One
regiment that day lost 500 out of 1,300.

“A large number of casuanlties are
caused by our own artillery fire, but it
is Impoasible to avold it to a certain
extent. I returned that nilght Iin a
very thankful frame of mind to Es-
taire. I got a good bed. This morning
we went right up to the trenches, and
shellad some houses held by Germans
only 800 yards away. We demolished
them, but had to scoot as they started,
dropping shells all around us. One car
got pegged and we had to get It out
under fire, and tow it with the other
car.

“] have mow got back to Dunkirk,
and shall bea here for a few deys as the
senior officer In charge of these armor-
ed cars has arrived from England; my
ahort command 18 over for the present.
I expect to bhe going with some light
armored care to Nleuport about Wed-
nesday to help the Belgians, and then
shall be going back to relieve the of-
ficer In charge of heavy lorrias, as he
will need a rest by that time."

CIVIL SERVICE RULES WAIVED.

Five Special Pension Examiners to
Obtain Clerkships.

With the concurrence of the clvil
gervice .commission, the President has
regcinded the paragraph of the civil
service rules excepting from examina-
tion filve special pension examiners to
investigate fraudulent and other pen-
sion claims of a criminal character and
has authorized the transfer of the ex-
aminers to clerkships in the competi-
tive clasaifled service in the bureau of
pensions after appropriate non-com-
petitive examination by the clvil serv-
fce commisslon.

That action was recommended by the
acting secretary of the interlor and
the commiesioner of pensions, on the
ground that the men are young, active,
energetic and well qualified for work
as stenographers, typewritars and
clerks, and for making special investi-
gations, and their services would be
lost by reason of the failure of ap-
propriation for their salaries during
the ensuing fiscal year. TUnder the
appropriation act a reduction of
eighty-elght is made in the force, and
only 25 per cent of the vacancies can
be filled other than by promotion or
demotion. The transfer of these men,
it is asserted, will prevent a corre-
sponding reduction in the force, which
can be ill afforded on account of the
recent increase of work.

flavor—Dbut use it
increases the nutri-

cold &ohtoes. Season with salt
PERRIES' SAUCE. Melt 2 1ablespoons

'
LEA & PERRINS’ SAUCE adds wonderfully to the

tive elements
of fish #

BROWNED FISH HASH—Mix 1 cu
cold cooked fish with 1 cup

heated, then cook without stirring until browned; fold and turn like
omelet. Serve hot.

because it :
o

SAUCE

and pepper and 1 teaspoo &
butter, put in fish mixture, stir till
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We’ve Put Better Values in Our
i Grade of Men’s Sui |
rade of Men’s Suits at
One of the benefits that accrue from There are twenty styles in this spe-
our own workrooms is our ability to take cial’ assemblage — including t.he new
advantage of every tum of the market. plaids, ‘the small checks, pencil stripes
: and plain oxfords.
For example—new grades of woolens . :
have recently been available to us—at Ot.ir Yaung Mens d'esxgncrs taol
y S them in hand and have given them the
iR s them to our $15 grade. ;¢4 effective modeling—in one, two and
They could consistently be marked $20—  three button effects; soft-roll, with patch
and, in truth, if a midleman’s profit had  pockets.
to be figured in—$20 is what they would We don’t care what price you pay—
have to be marked. better styles, nor better tailoring are {
But that we save you—and give you not possible, for Saks’ craftsmen do their
the better values as well, best, regardless of price. |
We especially commend these Suits to Young Men who appreciate ac- |
curate fashion—and who will welcome the opportunity to save at least $5.
i [ |
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GONZAGA ALUMNIENJOY
DINNER AND VAUDEVILLE

Banquet at Ebbitt Attended by Many
Graduates of School and
Their Guests.

A banquet was held last night at
the New Ebbitt House under the
auspices of the Alumnl Assoclation of
Gonzaga College, at which the “old
boys" told of thelr youthful expe-
riences and at which Mgr. James
Mackin of St. Paul's and Rev. Eugene
Del.. McDonnell, president of Gonzags,
were the principal speakers. B. &
Jones, president of the alumnl asso-
ciation, was toastmaster.

Vaudeville acts wers staged and
gongs were sung under the directlon
of George O'Connor and Matthias
Horne. The committee In charge of
the entertainment was as follows: Leo
A. Rover, chairman; Attorneys Henry
I. Quinn, Rossa F. Downing, D. OC.
Callaghan and Messrs, James Genau,
Clarence Donohoe, Leo Cavanaugh, A.
I. Mudd and Charles Ferry.

Present at Banquet.

Among those present were:

Very Rev. Alphonsus J. Donlom, S. I,
president of Georgetown Unlversity;
Rev. David J. Roche, B, J., vice presl-
dent of Georgetown University; Very
Rev. M. A. Waldron, O. P, president
of the Catholic Univeraity of Amer-

ica:; Rev. Augustus J. Duarte, 5. J,
vice president of Gonzaga College,

Cornelfus Ford, public printer; Joua%l‘l
E.y Ralph, Jomeph O'Lone, Rossa 5
Downing, John F. Costello, Rev. Aloy-
siusa P. Bronson, S. J.; Rev. William
J. Brooks, 8. J.; Rev. Edward I
Sweeney, 8. J.; Rev. John B. Littar, S.
J.; Willlam H. McClellan, Aloyesius B.
Wessling, John A. Dixon, A. A.
O’'Leary, Rev. Eugene A. Hannan, pas-
tor of St. Martin's; Dr. Johnson Eliot,
Dr. James J. Kilroy, Dr. D’Arcy Magee,
Ambrose L. Shaffner, Joseph Al
Repettl, Thomas M. Harvey, Robert
J. Folllard, D. A. Gardiner, W. W.
GGeorge, P. Michael Cook, Thomas
W. Power, B. W. Healey, Thomas A.
Cantwell, Edward Yeager, John J. Mc-
Carthy, Willlam J. Koerth, Frank D.
O'Connell, Willlam H. C. Martin, J. E.
Gallery, Matthew A. Welch, Thomas B.
Bolllard, Dr. Joseph C. Madigan, Dr.
I.. B. Norris, W. D. Lowler, J. Frank

Ferry, E. R. Walton, jr.; Charles E.
Smith, ¥dward C. Healy, J. Chester
Brady, Norman B. Landreau, B. (.

Garvey, jr.; J. A. Saul, H. A. Mullan,
John F. Donoghue, Edward Becker, E.
Voigt, R. E. White, R. F. Osborne, 8.
Dolan Donohoe, Edward Halloran, F.
De 8. K. Kavanaugh, F. A. Ostmann,
O. Fennell, Charles W. Flaeckher, W.
C. Flaeckher, Charles P. Xraemer,
John Reed, Martin 8. Conley, James
B. Cahill, John W. Langdale, James L
Nolan, F. B. Devereux, F. L. Neubeck,
C. B. Colfdrd, W. H. Shea, Charles L.
Ferry, Willilam P. Normovle, .. JI.
Fuller, jr.; T. Henry Healy, T. G.
Walsh, James E. Hayves, A. B. Wess-
ling, E. D. Welch, Benjamin W. Reiss,
F. W. Pilling, J. P. Quill, Thomas J.
Lane, J. M. Wheatley, H. B. Merritt,
Martin E. Horne, F. T. Henley.

* Twelfth Lecture on Life of Paul.

Dr. John Brittan Clark is to deliver
his twelfth lecturs on the Life of Paul
this evening at the Calvary RBaptist
church, 8th and H streets northwest,
beginning at 8 o'clock. He will usa
a8 his subject, "Caesarea—On the
Way to Rome,” This is one of a se-
ries of fifteen lectures which Dr, Clark
is dellvering on the Life of Paul to
thie tChristian Endeavorers of the Dis-
trict.

WORKING OUT DETAILS
OF BIG FLEET REVIEW

Navy Officials Plan Water Carnival
and Land Parade of At-
lantic Ships’ Crews.

With May 17 selected as the date for
the review of the Atlantic fleet In New
York harbor by President Wilson, Navy
Department officials today were work-
ing out the detalls of the review and
of eventa to follow ashore. These in-
clude a water carnival the night of
May 17 and a land parade the next day
by bluejackets and marines from the
fleet, federal troops and other military
organizations.

The President will remaln in New
York until May 18, and the reviewing
party which he will head will ineclude
members of the cabinet, members of
Congress, diplomats and othersa.

After the events in New York ma-
neuvers of the fleet are to be held
about May 20 off Narragansett bay, to
be followed by a rendezvous in Hamp-
ton roads shortly after June 21, Be-
tween June 21 and 25 the fleet will he-
gin ita long cruise for San Francisco
aml pass through the Panama canal
about July 4.

Presldent Wilson has definitely de-
cided that it will be impossible for him
to be present at the ceremony incident
}o]the formal opening of the canal in

uly.

Rehearing in 0il Case Denied.

Application for rehearing of the Mid-
west oll cass has been denled by the
Suprems Court of the United States.
It was the decision in this case which|
upheld the validity of former President
Taft's order withdrawing from entry
public oil lands in California and Wy-
oming.

tial to the well dressed man as the
distinctive cut of his coat.

express the skill of master crafts-
men, wrought in the finest mate-
rials.
choice of the discriminating man.

“Bergere” Oxford

—in black and tan caliskin at $7.00.
Also shown with tan or gray cloth
tops at $7.50.

There is “the-world-is-mine” feeling of
confidence in being well-dressed.

And correct footwear is just as essen-

The smart lines of Rich's Shoes

That is why they are the

Let us show yon the new

Ten-one F St.
Corner Tenth
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This New Hampshire Maple Reed
Seat and Back

Rocker
$1.79

A sightly
Rocker for
use.
Hampshire
frame and reed back and

come to

- Use

urnitureStore!

WHETHER you want |
little or much Furni-

ture it will pay you to buy
it at this Furniture Store, |
where you are always wel-

Credit

Your
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20 vears, and a

substan-
home or |
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Md you ever hear of a genuina
Bench for so little? This is well
bolted and hraced and has extra
ports.

GREEN LAWN BENCH

Bentwooid Lawn
made, strongly |
center leg sup- |

Ib. Felt Mattress, covered in
best ticking. Regular $36.75

Full Size 50-

- == 5 GENUINE NATIONAL SPRING
This Genuine Bentwood

S sy A

This Extradrdinarj Outfit
Is a Marvel of Value-Giving

It includes a Massive 2-in. Continuous post, (GGuaranteed Lac-
quer Brass Bed, with ten heavy 1-in. fillers: Genuine Diamond
Fabric Spring, guaranteed for

19.85

I
)

Polar Alaska
Refrigerators

We are agents for these world famous Re-
frigerators and guarantee them absolutely.

This Family Size

This Apartment
Size Polar Alaska
Refrigerator

31375

Polar Alaska

Refrigerator

.5.75

I

Willow Armchair

(LESS THE CUSHIONS)

The most popular Willow Chair ever
introduced to the public—and this one is
a beauty. We sell the Chair without the
cushions for $2.69, or complete with seat
and back cushions in pretty cretonne for

That’s reasonable, isn't it ?

Chair ......ococnveee....52.69
Seat Cushion ...........$L00
Back Cushion ........... 75

Complete .......... '5_4-;;
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&&= This Bar Harbor $ | o o - . L
I A Full Size 7-in. Glazed

Brown Fireproof Earthen-
ware Casserole, with cov-
er. The handsome filagree,
full

tainer
nickeled handles.
early for one of these Cas-

seroles. [

has strong, full

nickel-plated con- i
I
Get in |

ﬁx;-Duntley Co;liaination Vacuum
Cleaner and Sweeper Is the First Aid
to Thorough Spring Cleaning

A LA R A

—We are agents
for this great la-
hor-saving device.
It combines the
newaest vacuum
cleaner and the
best brush gweep-
er.

Price,

$4.95

e e e e

This Exact
$10.50 Solid
Panel Side

One of the new 1315
models Hassolid
panel sides. It has imi-
tation leather hood
and is fitted with solid
rubber tires. GUAR-
ANTEED FOR ONE
YEAR.
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